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The term Word can be defined as a free morpheme or combination of morphemes that
together form a basic segment of speech.

So, from this definition we can exclude the single bound morphemes such as
pre, ceive, and full.

Professor Charles F. Hockett defines the word as “ A word is any segment of a sentence
bounded by successive points at which pauses is possible”

So, from this definition we can exclude the two-parts-verbs such as call off

(cancel), keep on (continue), take off (depart), show up (appear). Because English
speakers consider these verbs as words so they do not pause between them.



Classification of words

Words
|
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Simple words Complex words Compound words
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Consist of a single free Consist of two bound Consist of a bound Consist of free forms,
morpheme forms form and a free form usually two
1 ) N 0
' E.g. sleepless, E.g. pullover,
E.g. long, E.gée|:>ceeri\clzlve, gprepar_le' sweetheart,
sleep, write ! easygoin
exclude teacher ygoing




Grammatical relationship of the

compound words

Compound Words reflect grammatical relationships like the following

/

Subject + verb > crybaby > baby cries /

[

Killjoy > Kills joy /
Stay-at-home > Stays at home /
High chair > Chair is high /
Girl friend > Friend is a girl /
Ingroup > Group isin %
Extrasensory > Beyond the senses /
Carefree > Free from care /

Give-and-take > Give and take J/




Compound words and grammatical

structures

1- We cannot divide the two parts of the compound words, but grammatical structures can be
divided.

E.g. a- She is a sweetheart =2 cannot be divided Compound word

b- She has a sweet heart =2 can be divided,
. Grammatical structure
e.g. she has a sweet kind heart

2- The parts of the compound words cannot be considered as a single grammatical structure.

E.cf. the compound word baseball is different from hard ball, because we can modify the
adjective hard by the word very, so we can say very hard ball, but we cannot say very baseball.

a- Baseball Compound word

b- Hard ball
Grammatical structure



Processes of word formation

English language used to borrow a huge number of words through invasions,
immlgratlon, exploration, trade and other forms of contact between English and other
anguages.

Déja vu French | afeeling of having already experienced the present situation
Bonanza Spanish a source of good fortune and wealth
Gung-ho Chinese to be overly enthusiastic and eager, especially in wars
Tycoon Japanese great lord
Ghoul Arabic an evil spirit who purportedly robs graves
Shawl Persian | fabric worn around shoulders, head or to wrap round a baby.
Bandanna Hindi large colored scarf
Campus Latin Field, plain




Processes of word formation

The joining of two or more words into a single word is another technique to form new

words.
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* Some compound words may be written as one word (such as download), some as
hyphenated words (such as baby-sitting), or as two words, (such as game plan).




Processes of word formation

The forming of new words by combining derivational affixes or bound bases with existing

words.
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The creating of totally new words.

E.g. blurb, Kodak, nylon.



Processes of word formation

The formation of words whose sound suggests their meaning.
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The sound of pressmg
. the button
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E.g. hiss, quack, ring, thunder.



Processes of word formation

Cutting off the beginning or the end of a word, or both, leaving a part to stand for the

whole.
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e Cut off the second part
of the word

e A usually brief written
message help you to
memorize or
remember something
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E.g. psych =» psychology = cut off the end of the word.
plane =» airplane = cut off the beginning of the word.

flu = influenza =» cut off both parts.



Processes of word formation

The process whereby a word is formed from the initials or beginning segments of a
succession of words.

Federal investigation

In some cases, the initials are pronounced as letter, such as VIP (very important person),
and in other cases the initials are pronounced as the spelled word would be, such as
Unesco (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization).



Processes of word formation

The fusion of two words into one into one, usually the first part of one word with the last
part of another.

insta
Instant photogram < > instagram

gram

E.g. gasohol (from gasoline and alcohol), biopic (from biography and picture).



This is all for today

Your homework

Find 2 examples for each process of word formation
mentioned above.

SEE YOU NEXT WEEK ©



