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Why	
  individual	
  sounds	
  are	
  important?	
  

ì  What	
  are	
  the	
  characteris'c	
  features	
  of	
  the	
  speech	
  sounds?	
  

1.  They	
  are	
  dis'nct	
  en''es.	
  	
  

2.  They	
  do	
  not	
  have	
  any	
  meaning	
  in	
  themselves.	
  	
  

3.  They	
  convey	
  meaning	
  only	
  when	
  they	
  are	
  combined	
  in	
  specific	
  ways.	
  	
  

4.  In	
  specific	
  combina'ons	
  they	
  signal	
  contrasts	
  in	
  meaning.	
  	
  



How	
  we	
  produce	
  speech	
  sounds?	
  

ì  What	
  are	
  the	
  features	
  that	
  can	
  be	
  used	
  in	
  describing	
  speech	
  
sounds?	
  

1.  The	
  manner	
  in	
  which	
  a	
  speaker	
  produces	
  these	
  sounds	
  è	
  Ar'culatory	
  
Phone'cs.	
  	
  

2.  The	
  manner	
  in	
  which	
  they	
  are	
  transmiHed	
  from	
  the	
  speaker	
  to	
  the	
  listener	
  
è	
  Acous'c	
  Phone'cs.	
  	
  

3.  The	
  manner	
  in	
  which	
  the	
  listener	
  perceives	
  (hears)	
  them	
  è	
  Auditory	
  
Phone'cs.	
  	
  



How	
  we	
  produce	
  speech	
  sounds	
  

Ar'culators	
  used	
  to	
  produce	
  
speech	
  sounds	
  

Vocal	
  tract	
  

Larynx	
  

Vocal	
  
Cords	
  

Voiceless	
  
sounds	
  

Voiced	
  
sounds	
  

Pharynx	
   The	
  roof	
  of	
  
the	
  mouth	
  

The	
  soO	
  palate	
  
or	
  the	
  velum	
  

Oral	
  
sounds	
  

Velar	
  
sounds	
  

Nasal	
  
sounds	
  

The	
  hard	
  
palate	
  

The	
  alveolar	
  
ridge	
  

Alveolar	
  
sounds	
  

Teeth	
  

Upper	
   Lower	
  

Lips	
  	
   Tongue	
  

The	
  
'p	
  

The	
  
blade	
  

The	
  
front	
  

The	
  
back	
  

The	
  
root	
  



How	
  we	
  produce	
  speech	
  sounds	
  

Glo$s	
  

Pharynx	
  

So/	
  palate	
  

Alveolar	
  ridge	
  



Consonants	
  and	
  Vowels	
  

ì  Vowels	
  è no	
  obstruc'on	
  of	
  the	
  flow	
  of	
  air	
  	
  

ì  Consonants	
  è	
  with	
  obstruc'on	
  of	
  the	
  flow	
  of	
  air	
  



How	
  we	
  identify	
  sounds	
  of	
  English	
  

ì  If	
  we	
  subs'tute	
  a	
  sound	
  by	
  another	
  sound	
  and	
  we	
  come	
  up	
  
with	
  a	
  new	
  word	
  with	
  a	
  different	
  meaning	
  then	
  these	
  two	
  
sounds	
  are	
  English	
  sounds.	
  	
  	
  

E.g.	
  pin	
  and	
  tin	
  	
  

So,	
  /p/	
  and	
  /t/	
  are	
  English	
  sounds	
  and	
  these	
  two	
  words	
  
are	
  called	
  minimal	
  pairs.	
  	
  

From	
  this	
  test	
  we	
  come	
  up	
  with	
  44	
  sounds	
  in	
  English,	
  24	
  
consonants	
  and	
  20	
  vowels.	
  	
  



How	
  we	
  represent	
  sounds	
  of	
  English	
  in	
  
Writing	
  

ì  Why	
  don’t	
  we	
  use	
  spelling	
  leHers	
  to	
  represent	
  sounds?	
  	
  

1.  The	
  same	
  sound	
  is	
  represented	
  some'mes	
  with	
  different	
  leHer.	
  	
  

E.g.	
  cat	
  and	
  kite	
  

2.  The	
  same	
  leHer	
  is	
  some'mes	
  used	
  to	
  represent	
  different	
  sounds.	
  	
  

E.g.	
  Picnic	
  and	
  ice	
  

3.  Some	
  leHers	
  used	
  in	
  wri'ng	
  are	
  not	
  pronounced	
  at	
  all.	
  	
  

E.g.	
  know	
  

4.  Some'mes	
  we	
  pronounce	
  extra	
  sounds	
  that	
  do	
  not	
  have	
  any	
  representa'on	
  in	
  
wri'ng.	
  	
  

E.g.	
  Once	
  and	
  On	
  

	
  

	
  



How	
  we	
  represent	
  sounds	
  of	
  English	
  in	
  
Writing	
  

So,	
  they	
  come	
  up	
  with	
  different	
  type	
  of	
  representa'on	
  which	
  is	
  known	
  as	
  the	
  
Interna'onal	
  Phone'c	
  Alphabet	
  (IPA)	
  	
  

	
   /b/	
  	
   /r/	
  

/s/	
   /t/	
  

/d/	
   /v/	
  

/f/	
   /w/	
  

/g/	
   /j/	
  

/h/	
   /z/	
  

/dʒ/	
   /ð/	
  

/k/	
   /θ/	
  

/l/	
   /ʒ/	
  

/m/	
   /ʃ/	
  	
  

/n/	
   /tʃ/	
  

/p/	
   /ŋ/	
  



How	
  we	
  represent	
  sounds	
  of	
  English	
  in	
  
Writing	
  

So,	
  they	
  come	
  up	
  with	
  different	
  type	
  of	
  representa'on	
  which	
  is	
  known	
  as	
  the	
  
Interna'onal	
  Phone'c	
  Alphabet	
  (IPA)	
  	
  

	
   /iː/	

 ɜː	


/ɪ/	

 ə	


/e/	

 eɪ	


/æ/	

 aɪ	


ɑː	

 ɔɪ	


ɒ	

 aʊ	


ɔː	

 ə	


ʊ	

 ɪə	


uː	

 eə	


ʌ	

 ʊə	



Using	
  these	
  symbols	
  in	
  wri'ng	
  is	
  known	
  as	
  Transcrip'on	
  



This	
  is	
  all	
  for	
  today	
  	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

SEE	
  YOU	
  NEXT	
  WEEK	
  J	
  


