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How combining with other sounds affects

pronunciation of vowels

The Phonological rules determine the positions in which the vowels can occur and the
way they should be pronounced depending on the combination with other vowels.

What do we mean by Phonological rules?
The changes that are determined by the rules of the language.

What do the phonological rules tell us?

* what sounds can occur in which positions.

 What sounds can combine with what other sounds

 How the sounds are pronounced when they combine with other sounds.



How combining with other sounds affects

pronunciation of vowels

What are the phonological rules of English?
1. Some of the vowels can occur in all positions: initial, middle and final, but some can occur

only in some of these positions.
a. [i:/,/u/, /a:/, [a:/, /3:/, )/, and /a/ can occur in all positions

[i/ Each /i:tf/ Seed /si:d/ See /si:/
Ju:/ Ooze /u:z/ Soon /su:n/ True /tru:/
Ja:/ Arm /a:m/ Park /pa:k/ Far /fa:/
/2:/ Ought /o:t/ Caught /ka:t/ Saw /s2:/
/3:/ Earth /3:0/ Burn /b3:n/ Fur /f3:/

1/ If /if/ Bit /bit/ Pity /peti/

/3/ Above /abav/ Control /kantrol/ Finger /fina/



How combining with other sounds affects

pronunciation of vowels

What are the phonological rules of English?
b. But/a/,/®/,/e/, /o/, and /o/ occur only in some positions but not others

/N Up /ap/ But /bat/
JEY Am /em/ Mat /maet/ .
/e/ Egg /eg/ Pet /pet/ _
/o/ Ox /oks/ Dog /dog/ .

Jo/ . Put /pot/ To /to/



How combining with other sounds affects

pronunciation of vowels

What are the phonological rules of English?

2. Vowels are longer when they are followed by a voiced consonant and when they occur in the
final position than when they are by a voiceless consonant.

E.g. The vowel /i:/ is longer in bead /bi:d/ and bee /bi:/ than in beat /bi:t/

3. Vowels are oral sounds unless when these sounds are followed by nasal consonants so they
become nasal vowels

Oral vowels VEXEIRYE S

Tip /tip/ Tin /tin/
Type /taip/ Time /taim/
Fight /fait/ Fine /fain/

Pet /pet/ Pen /pen/
Cup /kap/ Come /kam/

Boot /bu:t/ Boom /bu:m/



How grammar affects the pronunciation

of vowels

A number of words in English that end in —ate function as both verbs and nouns or verbs and
adjectives. The pronunciation of these words is different depending on the part of speech.

I T R

Advocate edvakeit edvakat
delegate deligeit delgat
Intimate Intimeit Intimat

Graduate graedzjoert graedzjost



How spelling affects the pronunciation of

vowels

In English we use 6 letters to represent vowels. These are: A, E, 1,0, U, and Y.
1- Words with only 1 vowel sound; they can have either

(C)(C)+V+C(C)

(C) (C) + V + C + a word-final E

(A) /e/ E.g. Cap /kaep/ /el/ E.g. cape /keip/

(E) /e/ E.g. met /met/ /i:/ E.g. mete /mi:t/

(1) /\/ E.g. rid /rid/ /ai/ E.g. ride /raid/

(0) /o/or /a:/ E.g. mod /mod/  /suv/ or /ou/ E.g. Mode /maud/
(U) /N E.g. cut /kat/ /ju:/ E.g. cute /kju:t/

However, there are some exceptions like give, have, done, and come.



How spelling affects the pronunciation of

vowels

2- These six letters differ in their pronunciation if they are followed by the letter R and this R may or may
not be followed by a consonant.

(A) /®/ E.g. Cap /kaep/ /a:/ E.g. car/ka:/

(E) /e/ E.g. met /met/

(1) /i E.g. rid /rid/ /3:/ E.g. dirt /d3:t/
curl /k3:1/

(V) /n/ E.g. cut /knt/

(0) /o/ or /a:/ E.g. mod /mpnd/ /2:/ E.g. more /ma:/



How spelling affects the pronunciation of

consonants

3- A characteristic feature of English is that in many - Generally
words pairs of vowels letters occur together and

these pairs of letters or digraphs represent different /al/ E.g. die /dai/  /i:/ E.g. piece /pi:s/
sounds in different words.

OA /av/ or Jou/ E.g.  /2:/ when followed
- Generally boat /baut/ by R, E.g. board

Al /el/ E.g. mail / /\/ or /3] E.g. /bo:d/
meil/ captain OE /av/or Jov/E.g.  /u:/E.g.shoe /Ju:/
/kaeptan/ toe /tav/
AU /2:/ E.g. clause / /a:/ or /e[ E.g. ol /21/ E.g. boil /bail/
klo:z/ Laugh -
/la:f/ OU  /au/E.g. house /av/ or fou/ when
/havs/ followed by L, soul
- . . /savl/
EA  /i/Eg beat/bit/ /%',;e}{;f;{' /2:/ when follwoed
/\/,/ea/or /e 2 F}’szjrce
El /el/ E.g. rein /i:/ E.g. seize /si:z/ /u:/ group
/rein/ /ai/ E.g. height /gru:p/
/hait/ /M couple /knpal/
EE /i:/ E.g. green 00 Ju:/ E.g. cool /o/ E.g.book /buk/

/g.ri.:n/ - [ku:l/ /n/ blood /blad/



How spelling affects the pronunciation of

vowels

4- There are also a sequence where a vowel letter occurs with W or Y, which together represent single
vowel sounds.

AW />:/ E.g. draw /dra:/ -

AY /el/ E.g. day /dei/ L

EW Ju:/ or /ju:/ E.g. new /nju:/ Jsv/ E.g. sew [sau/
EY /e\/ E.g. they /8el/ e e L 1

oW /au/ or [ou/ E.g. tow /tav/ /av/ E.g. cow /kav/

oY /21/ E.g. boy /bai/ —_—_—



This is all for today

SEE YOU NEXT WEEK ©



